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Introduction Methodology

Drug‐related infectious diseases such as HIV and hepatitis C (HCV)

are among the most serious health consequences of injecting drug

use.

Many drug users are not aware of their HIV serostatus and this figure

is likely to be higher for other infections such as HCV.

Bio‐behavioural surveys among PWID as part of the Integrated 

HIV/STI Surveillance System in Catalonia (SIVES).

Cross‐sectional study in 2012‐2013.

Recruitment in harm reduction centers.
is likely to be higher for other infections such as HCV.

Early diagnosis improves treatment prognosis and allows

interventions for behavior change.

Objective

To describe the proportion of persons who inject drugs (PWID) who

are not aware of their HIV and HCV infection.

Inclusion criteria: Injected drugs in the last 6 months; older than 18 

years old; informed consent.

Anonymous questionnaires and oral fluid samples to estimate

HIV/HCV prevalence.

Those that report “unknown” or “negative” status but test positive

on the oral fluid test represent the HIV and HCV undiagnosed

groups.

To assess factors associated with undiagnosed HIV/HCV infections

among them.
Poisson regression models were applied to assess factors associated

with undiagnosed HIV/HCV infection.

Results

Figure 1. Classification of PWID according to knowledge of HIV and HCV status 
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Figure 2. Injection risk behaviors and undiagnosed HIV/HCV infection
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Conclusions 

A significant proportion of PWID in Catalonia who attended harmA significant proportion of PWID in Catalonia who attended harm

reduction services are unaware of their HIV and/or HCV infection.

Risky injection practices persist among PWID aware of their HIV and/or

HCV infection.

Counseling and testing programs are specially needed for young

injectors and migrants.

Rapid HIV and HCV tests can play an important role in order toRapid HIV and HCV tests can play an important role in order to

increase the rate of early diagnosis, especially in populations who do

not seek conventional medical care.


