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OBJECTIVES - BACKGROUND

More HIV infections in Western Europe occur among Men who Have Sex with Men (MSM). An estimated 20-30% of them
are unaware of their infection. Interventions to increase testing rates are important to facilitate early HIV diagnosis.
Since 2010, Greece has been experiencing an economic crisis that disrupted testing services. Given this, “Ath
Checkpoint” started its operation in central Athens in November 2012 offering free rapid HIV testing and counselling
while trying to minimize HIV stigma. We present hereinresults of first-year operation.

METHODS

Clients who visited the Ath Checkpoint in 2013 were tested by INSTI" Rapid HIV1/2 Antibodies Test by Biolytical
Laboratories. Staff members were collecting information on socio-demographics, sexual orientation, testing history

and sexual behavior. Datawas analyzed in SPSS, edition 21.

CONCLUSION

RESULTS

vy 2.282 participants were tested in 2013 (mean age v, Ath Checkpoint has offered free rapid HIV testing to
31.2yearsold) MSM -the mostly HIV-affected group in Greece-

¥ One third of them (n=686) had never been tested while at the same time avoided stigmatization by
before also attracting participants otherthan MSM

v Most participants were males (n=1949, 85.1%) and
MSM (n=1662,72.8%]
Heterosexual participants (n=543, 23.8%]

v 87 infections (3.8%) were newly diagnosed,

> Our novel and friendly facility constitutes a major
complement to the disrupted HIV testing structures
due tothe economiccrisis

especiallyamong MSM (n=83, 5%)] ¥, We aim at further reducing the HIV undiagnosed
v, Of new diagnoses, 15 (17.2%) were participants fraction by facilitating testing among vulnerable

without previous test (Figure 1) groups who are reluctant to visit public structures

Twenty four (24) participants (27.6%) had a self- orunable topaytherecentlyestablished fee

reported negative HIVtestless than 6 months ago
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Figure 1. Recent Infections & New Diagnoses
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