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Introduction/Objectives
The right entry into HIV care results in health benefits to the HIV-infected individual by decreasing morbidity and mortality. It also helps community | | Materials and methods

through its impact on infectiousness [1]. Indeed, test-and-treat strategies for HIV prevention dispose that expanded testing and earlier treatment of HIV | | Data were collected within a study of sexual patterns of behavior and the
infection could markedly decrease ongoing HIV transmission [2]. As a result, HIV testing guidelines have been revised and/or issued and significant | | HIV/AIDS infection in Portugal [7. A representative sample was obtained
e e e et s b consising of 3643 randomly selected ndidual, aged 16 or older n
In recent years, Portugal has engaged in efforts towards an earler diagnosis by means of increasing the number of tests performed [4, 5]. Moreover, | | Soriiienis, Poueel bat2 was collecied by means of 2 questionnaire
testing guidelines have recently been presented for public discussion [6]. In this context, in order to ensure effective HIV testing and considering that HIV

testing in Portugal is non-mandatory, it i relevant to understand which factors are associated with an increased probability of being tested for HIV in the T wit
population, in general. ever having been HIV tested and with having been tested in the last 12
Among HIV infected individuals in Portugal, liness/hospitalization has been identified as a major reason for being tested for HIV and perception of low risk | | months. Tiree sets of factors were considered: socio-demographic, health
pointed as the main reason for not having been tested prior to diagnosis [7]. We aimed at understanding whether these results are observed in the | | 2nd knowledge/attitudes/behaviors. The statistical analysis was performed

population, in general. in Stata11°.
Wealth elted haracteristis Aeitudes, behavior and prevention
Results Socio-demographic characteristics e et et (et "
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Among socio-demographic factors, we find younger age, o3> oam oaes iais oty
schooling, living in the capital or surroundings and having entered the job 3316 oeos 1277 see peis
market as determinants of HIV testing in the last 12 months. Current health ronsosr o o o o
statusis not found to be associated with HIV testing but chronic disease i. S ———
ransmission i f bei X
Rlcvisdezen BIein o eeases the oot ctbehE esied Once sexual behavior is accounted for, results do not change significantly among women but among men sexual

behavior is, in some but not allindicators, s found to be associated with a higher probability of HIV testing.
The impact of the recommendation for HIV testing in pregnant women shows clearly in the analysis (OR=2.371)
emphasizing the relevance of extending such policy.

Conclusion:

In line with the results by Carvalho [7] among people living with HIV, in this analysis in the population, in general, (chronic) illness is also found to be associated with HIV testing. Once sexual behavior is accounted for, while in
women, soclo-demographics and pregrancy are found to be the mln drvers, in men is parception s found to play  role. Worth noting thatin women, sexualrisk behavior is not found to be associated with an increased
probability of HIV testing in the last 12 months and among men, the effect is not clear ting a margin for

The impact of the recommendation for HIV testing in pregnant women shows clearly in the am\vs.s emphasizing the relevance of extending such policy and recently issued provider driven HIV testing guidelines are likely to
be step in that direction. Worth noting, nonetheless, that outreach testing approaches are likely to be required to reach high prevalence subgroups with diminished access to health care.
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