Expanded HIV Testing and Community Engagement: A Strategic Framework for Scaling up HIV Testing,
Engaging all Sectors and Changing the HIV Response Paradigm

Objective

Municipalities across the US are scaling up HIV testing/screening. Several US
cities have experiences In launching and managing large scale testing
campaigns and implementing HIV testing routinization strategies. This session
will present findings from five US cities: Houston, TX, Bronx, NY, Miami, FL,
Oakland, CA and Washington, DC
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Methods

Utilizing a mixed method approach, the scale up initiatives and expanded HIV
testing/screening efforts undertaken have combined print and media
campaigns, think tanks and focus groups, celebrity and physician ambassadors,
philanthropic and corporate leaders, pharmaceutical representatives, persons
living with HIV, community health centers, emergency rooms, COBs and ASOs
combined with special concerts, public venue testing and high profile
community/civic and religious leaders to garner attention and support for broad-
based HIV testing implementation.
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Results

HIV testing rates have increased from between 20-58 percent across the
cities. Individuals with HIV are identified, diagnosed and linked to care earlier
In HIV disease progression. The health sector (hospitals, community health
centers/clinics and private practitioners)has increased its participation in HIV
testing initiatives.
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MAYOR VILLARAIGOSA LAUNCHES LARGEST COMMURNITY
HIV TESTING DRIVE IN AMERICA

Tested for I, Mayor selts exarmnpde for 1 mdilion Angefenos o get fesfed in three vears
LS AMNGELES — Kicking off a Citywide drive 1o encourage 1 million Angelenos o get

tested for HIV/AAIDS by 20117, Mayor Villaraigosa took a rapid swab HIW test on Friday at
the launch of the City's HIW Testing Initiative — the largest community-based HIW Testing

drive in America.

YIT we are going to eliminate HIW in Los Angeles, we need o get past the stercotypes

and stigma. and makse HIYW testing a part of routine healthcare for all Angelenos,” Mayor
Willaraigosa said. "This initiative is about mowving to make HIW testing in LA easy,
accessible and free for all Angelenos.”™

LA County health officials estimate that 15,000 Angelenos withh HIYW do not Know that
they are carriers of the virus, a figure that could increase infection rates if routine testing
is not adopted more readily among all residents.

Unlike traditional drives that target groups engaging in high-risk behawvior, the LA City
initiative will focus on reaching Minority communities and neighborhoods underserved by
AlIDS counssling and testing — but who now make up the bulk of new infections in LA
Mationally, African-Amernican women are the fastest growing demographic group for new
infections, accounting for &7 percent of new AIDS diagnoses among women, while
African Americans overall are ten times as likely to gt HIYW than their white counterparts
and three times as likely as Latinos.

In Los Angeles, African Americans are also disproportionately impacted by HIW and
AlIDSs — representing 22 percent of the City's 21,937 AlIDS cases, though only
accounting for 11 percent of the population. While Latinos makse up 41 percent of AlDS

cases, health officials worry that Latinos typically delay geltting tested, preventing early
detection and treatment.

Conclusions

HIV testing/screening programs have been effective in reaching HIV positive
iIndividuals and linking them to care. Expanded HIV testing/screening programs
that utilize a municipal model have been successful in identifying traditional and
non-traditional partners. Finally, municipal HIV testing Initiatives reach those
who would not 'normally’ think HIV Is anything to be concerned about, thereby
helping to expand awareness and address stigma. HIV testing Is for everyone.

JestiMiRmi

IGNORANCE KILLS. GET THE FACTS. GET TREATMENT
KNOW YOUR HIV STATUS!

Call 1-B00-FLA-AIDS or text your zip code
to 477493 to find a test site near you

For more information,
visit www.dadehealth.org
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