
The Criminal Code of the Republic of
Armenia stipulates liability for infecting
with the HIV pathogen. According to the
Law, exposing a person to the obvious
danger of infection with the HIV pathogen
or infecting a person with the HIV
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with this disease is punished with a fine
or arrest.
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Application of criminal liability has a
significant impact on the virus
proliferation, since the transmission of the
virus usually takes place, when the
infected person is not aware of being
infected. Such laws shift the attention
from the measures taken, have influence
on the efficiency of the response to the
pandemic, and can have an opposite effect
on the vulnerable groups, suffering from
discriminatory treatment from the society.
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UNAIDS recommends countries to review
their criminal codes and to restrict liability
for HIV transmission. Liability shall be
introduced only for the following cases: if
the infected person is aware of his/her
condition, if he/she wilfully wanted to
infect or has infected. In all other cases,
when the infected person was not aware of
his/her condition or does not know how
infection takes place, or if he/she disclosed
his/her condition to the given person, it is
proposed to exempt from liability. In this
respect, it is necessary to discuss the
correspondence of the RA Criminal Code to
the requirements of international
recommendations.
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