Increased HIV Case Detection through Integration
of HIV Testing in Georgian Hepatitis C Elimination
Program Screening Activities
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Routes of Transmission

1,60% 0,50% 0,80%

® Injection drug use ®m Heteroexual contact
® Homosexual contact ® Vertical Transmission
® Blood recipient ® Unknown

Source: Infectious Diseases, AIDS and Clinical Immunology Research Center
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HCV Prevalence in Georgia

National Population-based seroprevalence survey
2015 HCV Genotype Distribution

Conducted by NCDC and CDC, Atlanta (n=6011)
1,2% <1%

Estimated #
nationwide

Characteristic >18 years

Anti-HCV+ Prevalence 425 7.7% 208,800 = HCV GT1a
® HCV GT1b
HCV RNA+ 311 5.4% 150,300 M HCV GT2
HCV GT3

B HCV GT Indeterminate
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HCV Prevalence by Age and Gender

25% -
0% Females
-
15% -
10% - 3 79, 4,4% 5,1% 5,6%
o | 1,1% 2,5% 1170 3 3% 3,3%
S 5; o7 mmet” B2 B B D
o 0% - (n=3,662)
s 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 >70
£
> 25% -
$ ° Males M Anti-HCV+
20% - ® HCV RNA+
15% -
9,9%
10% - 07,9% 8,6% 8,5%
cop | 3% 5,1% 3,9%
0% - (n=2,334)

60-69

50-59

7 o
/,,. -
@E National Center for Disease Control & Public Health www.ncdc. ge




Georgian HCV elimination strategy
Goal

Elimination of HCV by ensuring prevention, diagnostics
and treatment of the disease

Targets
90-95-95

By 2020

v’ 90% of people living with HCV are diagnosed
v’ 95% of those diagnosed are treated

v 95% of those treated are cured
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HCV Elimination Strategy

Target: 90%

Strategy 1 — Promote
Advocacy, Awareness and
Education, and Partnership

for HCV-associated
resource mobilization

Strategy 2 — Prevent HCV Strategy 3 — Identify
Transmission Persons Infected with HCV

Strategy 4 — Improve HCV Strategy 5 — Provide HCV Strategy 6 — Improve HCV
Laboratory Diagnostics Care and Treatment Surveillance
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HCV Screening in different programs
2015-2016

168121 1790 44410 53852 38836 18900 26159  11217* 14053*

100%
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60%

45,00%
A0% 409
24,86%
s 13,77% 20%
1,25% 0,40% 4,79% 0 I 2%

Blood PLHIV PWID Pregnant Hospitalized Outpatient  NCDC Thilisi Recruits  Prisoners
donations citizens

B Screened B % HCV Positive

*data is available through September 30, 2016

National Center for Disease Control & Public Health www.ncdc. ge




Combined HCV-HIV Screening for

General Population

Objective: To increase HCV and HIV case
detection in general population by combined
testing strategies

+* Starting from November, 2015,
any citizen of Georgia can obtain -
free HCV testing at the National w i .
Center for Disease Control and
Public Health (NCDC) and its
regional branches.

¢ Every person willing to be tested -
for HCV was offered free HIV test
as well.
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Methodology

** Both HIV and HCV testing are
performed by rapid
immunochromatographic
tests.

+** RT-PCR for viral load was
used for confirmation of
active HCV disease

*** Immunoblot was used for HIV
confirmation.
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Lab Network of the National Center
for Disease Control and Public Health

Georgia CBEP Sites
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Results
HCV

83,910 HCV testing
performed

HIV

29,150 HIV
testing
performed

76 cases (0.3%)
tested positive

17.5% tested positive

49 cases were

positive

Referred to HCV elimination
program for further
diagnostic procedures and
treatment

42 new casesS k=
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20 confirmed
negative

confirmed

7 previously
diagnosed

7 Results
pending
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HCV Care Cascade
April 28, 2015 - Sep 30, 2016

anti-HCV+

I-m HCV RNA+

L 19, <IN Started treatment
o ==

Completed Ongoing Not completed
treatment treatment treatment

Source: Provisional Data, Georgia Hepatitis C Treatment Program
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Conclusions

* Preliminary results from combined testing indicates that
HIV prevalence in general population remains low.

* Considering the low prevalence of HIV in Georgia, extra
cases found by the combined screening approach was
significant contributing factor for early detection of HIV
cases.

* Nationwide HCV elimination program appears to be an
effective mechanism that can be used to increase case
detection of HIV in Georgia

* Integration of HIV testing within HCV screening activities
should be maintained and further expanded.
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