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Background..

HIV is not decreasing in the European Union

2004 – 5.7/100,000

2012 – 5.8/100,000

ECDC/WHO. HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2012. Stockholm: ECDC; (2013).
/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2012. Stockholm: ECDC; (2013).



HIV infections diagnosed, 2012

Men who have Sex with Men, EU/EEA

40% of new HIV 

diagnoses in 2012

16 EU/EEA countries 

report >5% HIV 

prevalence among MSM

. 
ECDC/WHO. HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2012. Stockholm: ECDC; (2013); 

Dublin Thematic report on MSM. Stockholm ECDC (2013)



Background Greece

• Most HIV infections in Greece occur among MSM

• 13.622 reported HIV infections 

• 83% males and 17% females

• MSM (almost 65%)

• A range of 25% to 30% of undiagnosed, corresponds to 

2.000 to 2.500 MSM 



• Economic crisis: 2010 onwards

• Testing facilities reduced

• Fee for testing is introduced

• Diagnostics stock-outs

• HIV testing severely disrupted





Ath Checkpoint

• Test

– Offer testing, support and linkage to health care 

• Promote Safer Sex 

– Risk minimization through a candid, non-judgmental two-way-

communication & counseling

– Outreach of informative material and condoms at community venues

• Battle Stigma

– Stance towards HIV testing – Routine testing

– Treatment impact on prognosis and QoL

– Transmission reduction benefit of ARV treatment



Outreach activities
Outreach



Ath Checkpoint

• Rapid HIV  Antibodies Test – INSTITM (Biolytical Laboratories)

• Data collection on: socio-demographics, sexual orientation, 

testing history and sexual behavior

• Data analysis: SPSS, edition 21



Data Collection



Results

• 2.282 participants were tested in 2013 (mean age 31.2 years 

old)

• One third of them (n=686) had never been tested before

• Most participants were males (n=1949, 85.1%)

• MSM: (n=1662, 72.8%)

• Heterosexual participants: (n=543, 23.8%)



Results

• Diagnosed n=87 (3.8%)

– MSM n=83 (5%)

– Heterosexual n=5 (0,9%)

• 15 (17.2%) were participants without previous test

• 24 (27.6%) participants had a self-reported negative HIV test 

less than 6 months ago



HIV Diagnoses

Overall n= 87 (3.8%) MSM n=83 (5%)



Recent Infections

• 43 participants (49.43%) 

had a self-reported 

negative HIV test less 

than a year ago

• 15 participants (17.2%) 

with no previous test



Jan – Sep. 2014: 2855 clients

62%

1%

1%

1%

34%

0%
1%

0%

Population Group

MSM Immigrant IDU Sex Worker

Heterosexual Trans Lesbian Bisexual (Fem)

82%

18%

0%

Sex

Male (2334) Female (515) Trans (6)



Jan – Sep 2014: 2855 clients

97%

3%

HIV Test Result

Non-reactive (2778) Reactive (76)

87%

9%

4%

Reactive Test Population Group

MSM (67) Heterosexuals (7) IDUs (3)



Jan – Sep 2014: 2855 clients

30%

17%

11%

42%

Reactive Test Results: When was the last 

time you got tested for HIV?

< 6 Months (23) < 1 Year (13) < 2 Years (8) > 2 Years (32)

76%

24%

Reactive Test Results: Have you 

ever had an HIV test?

Yes (58) No (18)



Conclusions

• Ath Checkpoint has offered free rapid HIV test targeting MSM while being 

open to all 

• Out of 87 infections in 2013 and the 76 in 2014  around 50% were people

who tested in the last year and 17% who had never been tested before

• We aim at further reducing the HIV undiagnosed fraction by facilitating 

testing among vulnerable groups who are reluctant to visit public services 

or unable to pay the recently established fee
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